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that the Aliimsa we had subscribed to all these years was
not really Ahimsa but a form of Himsa."

Administering Non-violenfcly

Qj "How will you run your administration non-
violently?"

A. "If you assume that we would have won inde-
pendence by non-violent means, it means that the bulk of
the country had been organized non-violently. Without
the vast majority of people having become non-violent,
we could not attain non-violent Swaraj. If, therefore, we
attain Swaraj by purely non-violent means, it should not
be difficult for us to carry on the administration without
the military. The goondas too will then, have come under
our control. If, for instance, in Sevagram we have five
or seven goondas in a population of seven Hundred who
are non-violently organized, the five or seven will either
live under the discipline of the rest or leave the village.

"But you will see that I am answering the question
with the utmost caution, and my truth makes me admit
that we might have to maintain a police force. But the
police will be after our pattern, and not the British pattern.
As we shall have adult suffrage, the voice of even the
youngest of us will count. That is why I have said that
the ideally non-violent State will be an ordered anarchy*
That State will be the best governed which is governed
the least. The pity is that no one trusts me with the reins
of government! Otherwise I would show how to govern
non-violently. If I maintain a police force, it will be a body
of reformers."

"But,33 someone retorted, "you had the power in the
Congress?"

"That was a paper-boat," said Gandhiji. "And then
you must not forget that I never spared the Congress
ministries. Munshi and Pantji came in for a lot of strictures
from me. As I have said in another connection even the
dirty water from the gutter, when it mixes with the water
of the Ganga, becomes as pure as the Ganga water; even
so I had expected even the goondas would work under